














Chapter 5. Private Realm Recommendations

B.

OUTDOOR OPEN SPACE

A network of open spaces: Well-
proportioned outdoor open spaces such as
plazas, terraces, courtyards, gardens, and
decks should be incorporated into mixed-
use projects and connected together,
where possible, forming an open space
network on a site.

Location and character of common open
spaces: Common recreational area should
be centrally located and preferably be
designed as courtyards, plazas and outdoor
rooms. The location and character of
these outdoor spaces should consider its
function, the size of the project, and the
surrounding environment.

e Plazas are for public gathering and
social interaction and should be
designed with visibility from the
sidewalk, to address the solar
orientation, and to include pedestrian
amenities such ample eating, plants,
trees, fountains, sculptures and other
public art. Small plazas are
appropriate at corners and adjacent to
transit stops to provide additional
space for waiting near the intersection.
Plazas should be designed at or near
the grade of the sidewalks and
designed not to interrupt the street
wall. Outdoor dining and other uses
that activate the space should be

located adjacent or be a part of a
plaza.

e Courtyards should be well defined by
buildings and/or landscape elements,
providing quiet areas for residents of a
project as well as active recreational
uses such as places for children’s

playgrounds, pools, spas, and
fountains. Courtyards are typical of
traditional Southern California

architecture and provide opportunities
for residential windows to face an
internal and attractive spaces away
from the busy traffic on the corridors
and opportunities for pedestrian
amenities and public art.

e Gardens, patios, terraces, and decks
are opportunities for smaller open

space areas. These should be
landscaped and appropriately planted
to provide outdoor spaces for

individual unity.

Pedestrian connections through building to
pedestrian realm: To connect the sidewalk
to parking in the rear, Pedestrian
connections adjacent to a building are
encouraged especially at or near mid
block.

B2. Public gathering space for outdoor dining

creating by building setback.

B2. Well defined courtyards
day and night time use.

provide quiet areas for
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Downtown Monterey Park Mixed-Use and Pedestrian Linkages Plan

4. Human-scale walkway design: Textured
human-scaled paving materials and
generous landscaping should be provided
on pedestrian walkways through and
adjacent to new projects which are
complimentary or the same design as the
treatment of the pedestrian realm.

5. Special features: To encourage social
interactions, activate a public space, and
provide a unique indentity for an area,
special features such as public art and
water  elements are  encouraged.
Cascading water features at entries and/or
outdoor seating areas would introduce a
sense of relaxation and mask traffic noise.

B2. A corner public gathering space in neighboring
Alhambra.

6.  Lighting: Lighting should be used to

guide through the open space, to eliminate
dead areas, and accent special features
without interfering
residential uses.

with the adjoining
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B2. Internal pedestrian gathering space with
artwork and pedestrian amenties.
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B3. Pedestrian connections through buildings to
pedestrian realm are encouraged.
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B5. Special features such as water elements and
cascades incorporated into small plazas.
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B5. Fences can become public art.
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