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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service"

900 SOUTH FREMONT AVENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91803-1331

Telephone: (626) 458-5100
http://dpw.lacounty.gov ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

P.O. BOX 1460
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460

IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO FILE: LD-1

Mr. Jim Basham
Planning and Code Enforcement Manager
Development Services Department
City of Monterey Park
320 West Newmark Avenue
Monterey Park, CA 91754

Dear Mr. Basham:

INITIAL STUDY/NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) FOR
MONTEREY PARK MARKET PLACE
CITY OF MONTEREY PARK

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Initial Study/Notice of Preparation for the
Monterey Park Market Place project. The project alters the previous project
(Monterey Park Towne Plaza, March 2000) by increasing the amount of retail square
feet to 600,000, an increase of 84,618 square feet. The 51.1-acre project is located at
2550 Greenwood Avenue in southern Monterey Park, north of State Route-60, between
the Paramount Boulevard and Potrero Grande Drive freeway exits.

The following comments are for your consideration and relate to the environmental
document only.

Services-Traffic/Access

We believe the proposed project has the potential to significantly impact the County
of Los Angeles and County/City roadways and intersections in the area. We would
like the opportunity to review the project's DEIR, including the traffic impact studies,
upon its completion. The County's methodology shall be used when evaluating the
County and/or County/City intersections. The study should also address the
cumulative impact generated by this and nearby developments and include the level
of service analysis for the affected intersections. If traffic signals or other mitigation
measures are warranted at the affected County intersections, the developer should
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determine the proportionate share of traffic signal or other mitigation costs and
submit this information to the County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works for
review and approval. A copy of our Traffic Impact Analysis Report Guidelines may
be obtained on Public Works' website at http://dpw.lacounty.gov/Traffic.

If you have any questions regarding the traffic comment, please contact
Ms. Lindsay Sagorski at (626) 300-4784 or by e-mail at
Isagorski dpw.lacounty.gov .

Hazards-Geotechnical/Soils/Geolow

All geotechnical issues discussed in the Initial Study should be addressed in the
DEIR. Geotechnical reports addressing the proposed development and
recommending mitigation measures for the geotechnical hazards should be included
as part of the DEIR as necessary.

If you have any questions regarding the geotechnical comment, please contact
Mr. Jeremy Wan at (626) 458-4925 or by e-mail at jwan dpw.lacounty.qov.

Other—Environmental Safety

1. Storage Space for Recyclables

The California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of 1991, as
amended, requires each development project to provide an adequate storage
area for collection and removal of recyclable materials. The environmental
document should include/discuss standards to provide adequate recyclable
storage areas for collection/storage of recyclable and green waste materials for
this project.

2. Underground Storage Tanks

Should any operation within the subject project include the construction,
installation, modification, or removal of underground storage tanks, Public Works'
Environmental Programs Division must be contacted for required approvals and
operating permits.

If you have any questions regarding the environmental safety comments, please
contact Mr. Corey Mayne at (626) 458-3524 or by e-mail at
cmayne@dpw.lacounty.gov .
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We welcome the opportunity to review and comment on future DEIRs as they become
available. If you have any other questions or require additional information, please
contact Mr. Toan Duong at (626) 458-4945 or by e-mail at tduong@dpw.lacounty.gov .

Very truly yours,

GAIL FARBER
Director rks

DENNIS HUNTER, PLS PE
Assistant Deputy Director
Land Development Division
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City of Montebello 
Planning and Community Development Department 
 

 

Memorandum 
  
DATE: July 16, 2010 

TO: Jim Basham, City of Monterey Park, Planning & Code Enforcement Manager 
 (sent via email, and postal mail) 
  
FROM: Ariel Socarras, City of Montebello, Planning Manager 
  
RE: Comments for Monterey Market Place 
   
 
Thank you for including the City of Montebello in your mailing of the Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) for a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the revised Monterey Park Market 
Place project.  As stated in your NOP, the revisions to the previously approved project include 
increasing the overall square footage of the project by an additional 84,618 square feet for a 
total of 600,000 square feet for the new proposal.  The City of Montebello has reviewed the 
NOP and the associated Initial Study and its comments are as follows: 
 

• For the sake of clarity, a site plan should be provided on all subsequent 
documents/reports for the processing of the project that identifies the areas of where 
the additional square footage is proposed so that the scope of the revision can be better 
understood in comparison to the previous approval. 

 
• In Section 1.3.1 of the Initial Study, it states that improvements to the Paramount 

Boulevard/Neil Armstrong Street alignments have been completed.  Can the completed 
improvements please be clarified because we are unsure of what exactly has been 
done up to this point.   

 
• In Sections 1.2.1 and 3.3.e of the Initial Study, the project site is described as being 45 

acres, which appears to have been inadvertently used from the text of the previous 
project’s approval since it appears that the new project site is 51.1 acres. 

 
• In Section 1.3.2 of the Initial Study, the proposed project is described as, ‘increasing the 

amount of retail (emphasis added) square feet to 600,000, an increase of 84,618 
square feet…’  Seeing that the overall project includes a variety of Retail, Wholesale, 
Service Station, Fitness Center, Restaurants, and Fast Food Restaurants, it would be 
more appropriate to describe and analyze the project in the DEIR as 600,000 square 
feet of ‘commercial space,’ as opposed to ‘retail space.’ 

 
• Section 2.10 of the Initial Study, states that approval is required from the City of 

Montebello for off-site signage.  There is no reference to these signs, their proposed 
locations, or design elsewhere in the Initial Study.  More information on these signs is 
necessary for the City of Montebello to provide comments. 
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• The City of Montebello is currently processing the Montebello Hills Specific Plan 

(MHSP), which is a residential project of up to 1,200 units just south of the 60 Freeway 
at Paramount Boulevard.  The MHSP should be included in your list of cumulative 
projects for analyzing traffic impacts as part of your supplemental analysis for the 
revised proposal.   

 
• Given the expansion of the proposal, the City of Montebello may consider an 

amendment to the agreement that was entered into between the Cities of Monterey 
Park and Montebello for the original project approved in 2000. 

 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss any of these 
items further.  I can be reached at 323.887.1475 or asocarras@cityofmontebello.com.  Thank 
you again for allowing us the opportunity to review the NOP.   
 
 
cc:   Michael Huntley, Director of Planning & Community Development 

Read File - 2010 
 










