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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared to comply with 
Sections 15088 and 15089 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Guidelines (Guidelines). The City has prepared the Final EIR pursuant to the CEQA 
Guidelines, including Sections 15086 (Consultation Concerning Draft EIR) and 15088 
(Evaluation of and Responses to Comments). As noted in Section 15089 (b) of the 
Guidelines, the focus of a FEIR should be on responses to comments on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). In conformance with these guidelines, the Final 
EIR consists of the following volumes: 
 
(1) The Draft EIR circulated for a 48-day public agency and public review and comment 

period beginning on June 10, 2019 and ending on July 25, 2019. A Notice of 
Availability was sent to government agencies, neighboring cities, and non-
governmental interested parties. The City’s Notification Mailing List for the DEIR is 
provided in Section 4.0 (Public Circulation) of this FEIR. 

  
(2) This Final EIR document includes a list of all commenters on the Draft EIR during 

the Draft EIR public review period, the responses of the City to all environmental 
points raised through the written communications, and revisions to the Draft EIR 
(presented as errata pages) in response to comments. None of the revisions to the 
Draft EIR represents a substantial increase in the severity of an identified significant 
impact or the identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative 
considerably different from those already considered in the Draft EIR. 

 
Certification of this Final EIR by the Monterey Park City Council must occur prior to 
approval of the Monterey Park Focused General Plan Update. 
 
Availability of EIR Materials 
 
All materials related to preparation of this EIR are available for public review on the City 
of Monterey Park website (www.montereypark.ca.gov) and at the following locations: 
 

City of Monterey Park 
City Hall 

320 W. Newmark Avenue 
Monterey Park, California 91754 

City of Monterey Park  
Public Library 

318 S. Ramona Avenue 
Monterey Park, California 91754  

 
Project Description 
 
The City of Monterey Park proposes a focused update to the General Plan consisting 
solely of revisions to the Land Use Element, last comprehensively updated in 2001. The 
purpose of the focused update is to ensure land use policies allow the City to attract 
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investment and development consistent with its vision, and to facilitate economic growth 
and creation of new housing opportunities.  
 
Ensuring the Monterey Park 2040 General Plan Update reflects the diverse priorities 
and needs of the community, the General Plan program used a variety of community 
engagement strategies to gather input. The community participation program included: 
 
General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)  
The GPAC consisted of 11 community members and five alternates, all appointed by 
the City Council. The GPAC convened four times and focused on the following: 
 

• March 11, 2019 – General Plan purpose, Asset/Challenges/Opportunities/Vision 
discussion 

• April 1, 2019 – Stakeholder interview results, Conditions Influencing Monterey 
Park Planning (market, physical constraints, land use patterns, circulation), Areas 
of Stability and Change discussion and mapping exercise 

• April 15, 2019 – Focus Areas (“areas of change”), Focus Areas’ possible land 
use alternatives, Cherry Blossom Festival planning 

• May 6, 2019 – Community engagement input summaries (Community Survey 
and Cherry Blossom Festival), land use alternatives adjustments based on 
community input, and endorsement of preferred land use alternatives 

 
Stakeholder Interviews  
A series of stakeholder interviews were conducted between March 6, 2019 and March 
20, 2019. The interviews’ purpose was twofold: inform community members about the 
Monterey Park 2040 General Plan Update and gather input regarding Monterey Park’s 
strengths, challenges, and opportunities. Invitations to participate were extended to 26 
local organizations/community groups and City Council members.  
 
Monterey Park 2040 Website and Social Media 
The project website, www.montereypark2040.org, provides information about the 
General Plan update process and schedule, involvement opportunities, latest news, 
community engagement summaries, and draft plans and other technical documents 
prepared for the General Plan update and its environmental review process. The 
website can be viewed in English, simplified Chinese, and Spanish. The website 
provides an opportunity for people to sign up for additional information. In addition to the 
website, the General Plan program has a Facebook account, a twitter account 
(MPGP2040), and two hashtags (#MontereyPark2040 and #MPGP2040). Upcoming 
events, “going on now” messages, and other communications are “e-blasted” through 
the accounts.  
 
Community Survey/Intercepts  
A written 11-question community survey was conducted from March 20, 2019 through 
May 31, 2019. The survey (available in English, simplified Chinese, and Spanish) asks: 
what characteristics and elements make Monterey Park special, what characteristics 
and elements would the community like to see more of, what type of housing should be 

http://www.montereypark2040.org/
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provided, how do people get around (mobility modes) now and how would they like to 
get around in the future, how Monterey Park should change, and what should the future 
Monterey Park look like. The survey was available on the Monterey Park 2040 website, 
and in the Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library, Langley Senior Center, and Monterey 
Park City Hall. In addition, General Plan team members conducted and distributed 
surveys at six locations: Langley Senior Center, Bruggemeyer Library, ELAC, Monterey 
Park Farmers’ Market, Monterey Park’s LA Fitness, and the Cherry Blossom Festival. 
Approximately 260 surveys were completed/submitted. 
 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
During the April 27 and April 28, 2019 Cherry Blossom Festival, approximately 600 
participants were asked to provide their opinions regarding land use alternatives in the 
Focus Areas. Participants were asked to review land use descriptions and photographs 
representing possible building types/heights/density. Participants applied stickers to 
vote/express their opinions. Display boards were translated into simplified Chinese and 
Spanish.  
 
Preferred Land Use Public Meeting and Environmental Scoping Meeting  
On May 6, 2019, the City hosted a public meeting to present the General Plan’s 
technical findings (existing land use analysis and market analysis), community 
engagement activities and findings, and the proposed preferred land use alternative. 
Community members’ questions and comments were noted. In addition, an 
environmental scoping meeting was conducted. Community members’ comments 
focused on traffic, water infrastructure and supply, noise, and parking. 
 
Project Objectives 
 
The proposed amendment to the Land Use Element is a community-driven process 
designed to reflect local values and needs. The City-stated objectives of the General 
Plan Land Use Element update are listed below. 
 

1. Encourage economic investment and revitalization within the City’s Focus Areas. 
2. Create new housing opportunities for a full range of housing types and to 

increase housing affordability. 
3. Encourage infill development within underutilized areas of the City. 
4. Accommodate job-generating land uses in order to increase employment in the 

City. 
5. Accommodate commercial/retail uses in order to expand the City’s tax base. 

 
Growth Projections 
 
Table 1-1 summarizes the growth anticipated through the 2040 planning horizon year. 
This scenario assumes that existing low-density residential neighborhoods would 
experience limited redevelopment activity given the built-out nature of Monterey Park 
and the fact that the amended Land Use Element would not change density limits in 
residential zones; accessory dwelling units would account for the limited level of growth.  
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Most development activity would occur in the Focus Areas described in the Draft EIR. 
This development would consist of redevelopment of existing commercial and industrial 
properties with mixed-use developments (where permitted) and transition of aging 
properties to more intense uses permitted by land use policy. The General Plan update 
also includes a Regulating Plan, which identifies the maximum allowed building height 
and floor-area ratios (intensity and massing of buildings) within the Focus Areas. The 
Regulating Plan also identifies where active street fronts (e.g., pedestrian-friendly 
building orientation and transparent store fronts) are required within the mixed-use 
areas and where buildings need to transition down in height to be more compatible with 
adjoining low-density residential neighborhoods. 
 
City of Monterey Park Discretionary Approvals 
 
Implementation of the Focused General Plan Update would require, but is not limited to, 
the following discretionary approvals by the City of Monterey Park:   
 
 Certification of the Final EIR 
 Adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program  
 Adoption of the Amended General Plan Land Use Element 
 Discretionary review as necessary, including CEQA review, for future 

individual public and private development proposals in the Planning Area 
 
Other Government Agency Approvals 
 
Future individual public and private development proposals in the General Plan area 
would be expected to also require review or approvals from other jurisdictional 
agencies, including, but not limited to: 
 
 South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) 
 California Department of Transportation (CalTrans) 
 Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 
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Table 1-1 
Growth Projections, 2019-2040 

Type 

City Sphere of Influence Planning Area 

Existing 
(2019) 

Proposed 
(2040) Difference 

Existing 
(2019) 

Proposed 
(2040) Difference 

Existing 
(2019) 

Proposed 
(2040) Difference 

Total Population1 64,240 75,442 +11,202 4,648 5,139 +491 68,888 80,581 +11,693 

Dwelling 
Units 

Single-
Family Units 12,219 12,039 -180 1,269 1,429 +160 13,488 13,468 -20 

Multi-Family 
Units 8,746 12,582 +3,836 248 248 0 8,994 12,830 +3,836 

Total  20,965 24,621 +3,656 1,517 1,677 +160 22,482 26,298 +3,816 

Total Employees 31,532 34,206 +2,674 58 113 +55 31,590 34,320 +2,730 

Building 
Square 
Feet 

Commercial  5,705,938 6,315,919 +609,981 35,554 45,505 +9,951  5,741,492  6,361,424 +619,932 
Office  5,249,764 6,136,066 +886,302 2,400 0 -2,400  5,252,164  6,136,066 +883,902 
Industrial 2,025,800 1,786,058 -239,742 --- -- --  2,025,800  1,786,058 -239,742 

Hospital 1,188,400 1,188,400 0 --- -- --  1,188,400 1,188,400 0 

Total  14,169,902 15,426,443 +1,256,541 37,954 45,505 +7,551 14,207,856 15,471,948 +1,264,092 

Hotel/ 
Motel 
Rooms 

Hotel 520 1,182 +662 -- -- -- 520 1,182 +662 

Motel 207 152 -55 -- -- -- 207 152 -55 

Total 727 1,334 +607 -- -- -- 727 1,334 +607 
Source: Monterey Park and MIG, 2019 

 
1 Please note that a rate of 3.06 persons per dwelling unit was used to estimate population increase associated with new dwelling units. The 3.06 
person per dwelling unit rate is based on California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit, Population and Housing Estimates for 
Cities, Counties, and the State, January 1, 2011-2018, with 2010 Benchmark, (2018). 
 



Monterey Park Focused General Plan Update 2-1 
Final EIR August 6, 2019 

2.0 Response to Comments 

 
The Draft EIR was circulated for 48-day public review and comment period beginning June 7, 
2019 and ending on July 25, 2019. A Notice of Availability was sent to government agencies, 
neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The City’s Notification Mailing List 
is provided in Section 4.0 Public Circulation of this FEIR. Three comment letters were received, 
all from public agencies.  
 
The correspondences listed in Table 2-1 (DEIR Comments) were submitted to the City of 
Monterey Park concerning the DEIR. Written responses to comments follow.  
 

Table 2-1  
DEIR Comments 

ID Agency/Individual Date 
A South Coast Air Quality Management District July 25, 2019 
B Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County July 24, 2019 
C California Department of Transportation July 22, 2019 
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COMMENT LETTER A – SOUTH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT (SUN)  
  

 
 
A-1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-2 
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ID Response to Comment Letter A- South Coast Air Quality Management District 
A-1 The SCAQMD correctly summarizes the proposed project and its characteristics 

that were evaluated in the Draft EIR. No further response is required for this 
comment. 

A-2 The SCAQMD's summary of the Draft EIR's air quality analysis is correct. No further 
response is required for this comment. 

A-3 The City has reviewed the information and comments provided in the SCAQMD’s 
attachment and determined the information provided by the SCAQMD does not 
change the proposed project, its setting, the conclusions of the environmental 
analysis, or the mitigation requirements for the project. Please refer to Response to 
Comments A-5 to A-7 below for detailed responses to comments in the SCAQMD 
attachment. 

A-4 The City has prepared good faith, reasoned responses to the SCAQMD comments 
on the Draft EIR and has provided the SCAQMD with a copy of these responses 
pursuant to CEQA. 

A-5 As explained on page 4.3-22 of the Draft EIR, since the Monterey Park General 
Plan would not authorize any immediate or specific development project, specific 
information is not available for construction activities, which would be determined by 
market demand. Nonetheless, to disclose the potential level of emissions that could 
occur with a likely construction project, the Draft EIR (Section 4.3.4) presents 
construction emissions based on a maximum of 10 percent of the General Plan's 
planned growth could occur in a single year, which is approximately twice the 
average annual level of development necessary to reach the realistic 2040 horizon 
year build-out conditions contained in the General Plan. As shown in Table 4.3-8, 
the primary pollutants of concern would be ROG and NOx; however, after 
implementation of Mitigation Measure AIR-2, ROG emissions would be reduced to 
below the SCAQMD's established ROG construction threshold of 75 lbs/day (see 
Table 4.3-9).  NOx emissions would remain significant and unavoidable. 
 
It is not possible to know the size, type, location, timing, or number of projects under 
construction at any given time. The number of different permutations that could 
occur with respect to construction activity is innumerable. Since this EIR is a 
Program EIR for a project that would be implemented over a 21-year period, and at 
this time there are no specifics that can be known with respect to future scale, 
timing, and duration of individual construction activities, attempting to estimate 
future emissions that could occur would be an exercise in speculation. Especially 
since construction emissions are temporary and, at least for smaller projects, short 
in duration. Furthermore, the SCAQMD does not have an established threshold or 
methodology for accounting for temporary and short-term construction emissions 
within the context of the evaluation of permanent, long-term operational standards. 
In fact, the SCAQMD has separate and distinct thresholds of significance for 
construction (i.e., short-term emissions) and operational, (i.e., long-term emissions), 
because these activities have different emissions profiles, and the EIR appropriately 
compares each individual activity to the corresponding threshold. 
 
It should be also be noted that when development projects are submitted for review 
by the City that potential construction and operational air quality impacts would be 
required to be addressed pursuant to CEQA and, if necessary, mitigated. Therefore, 
potential impacts would be adequately addressed when individual development 
projects are proposed and mitigation provided as necessary to comply with CEQA. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter A- South Coast Air Quality Management District 
A-6 Consistent with the California Supreme Court ruling on California Building Industry 

Association v. Bay Area Air Quality Management District (2015) Cal.4th (Case No. 
S213479), the Court held that "agencies subject to CEQA generally are not required 
to analyze the impact of existing environmental conditions on a project's future users 
or residents. But when a proposed project risks exacerbating those environmental 
hazards or conditions that already exist, an agency must analyze the potential 
impact of such hazards on future residents or users. In those specific instances, it is 
the project's impact on the environment - and not the environment's impact on the 
project - that compels an evaluation of how future residents or users could be 
affected by exacerbated conditions." Consistent with case law, the City is not 
required to conduct project-specific health risk assessment analysis in subsequent, 
project-level CEQA analyses to disclose potential health risks to sensitive receptors 
living and/or working adjacent to freeways. Nonetheless, the City has made a good 
faith effort in the Draft EIR's air quality chapter to disclose existing health risks in the 
City associated with pollution (see pages 4.3-11 and 4.3-12 of the Draft EIR).  
 
On pages 5 and 6 of the SCAQMD's comment letter, recommendations are provided 
that City should require that buildings within 500 feet of freeways include high 
efficiency or enhanced filtrations units, such as Minimum Efficiency Report Value 
(MERV) 13 or better. At the top of page 3-17 of the Draft EIR, it is explained that the 
proposed General Plan identifies "Focus Areas" that represent the areas within the 
City where the majority of development growth is anticipated through the 2040 
planning horizon year. These changes, depicted in Exhibit 3-5 (page 3-25), could 
include the siting of new sensitive land uses in mixed use developments within 500 
feet of freeways. The City will fully enforce the 2019 California Building Code, set to 
go into effect on January 1, 2020, which requires high-rise multifamily dwellings 
within 500 feet of busy roadways (more than 100,000 ADT) to use HVAC systems 
and filters with an MERV of 13. The City concurs that enhanced filtration systems 
have limitations, particularly as filters are used and are reduced in effectiveness; 
however, the City is limited in its capacity to monitor all sensitive land uses within 
500 feet of freeways or busy roadways (with more than 100,000 ADT) to ensure 
enhanced filtration units are replaced on a frequent basis. In addition, an action 
such as this (e.g., setting a city-wide or project specific criteria for assessing 
progress in installing and replacing enhanced filtrations units beyond that required 
by the California Building Code, as suggested in the SCAQMD comment letter) is 
outside of the scope and purview of the Draft EIR. 
 
The City is committed to implementing General Plan Policies 4.3 through 4.5, has 
evaluated the proposed General Plan Update consistent with CEQA and CEQA 
case law, and will fully enforce the 2019 California Building Code.  On an individual 
project basis, the City has the ability to include conditions of approval to require 
regular replacement of air filters in rental units. (The ability to require such for 
owner-occupied units is difficult.) 

A-7 The SCAQMD comment letter asserts that CEQA requires all feasible mitigation 
measure that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project 
construction and operation to minimize or eliminate significance adverse impacts. 
To that end, the SCAQMD recommends the City, "develop project-specific or 
agency-wide strategies to foster and facilitate the deployment of the lowest 
emissions technologies as they become available."  
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ID Response to Comment Letter A- South Coast Air Quality Management District 
 
The City's General Plan Resource Element Goal 5, Policies 5.2, 5.7, and 5.8 (Draft 
EIR Section 4.3.2; page 4.3-16 and 4.3-17) are similar in nature to this 
recommendation, and would result in appropriate, project-specific, contemporary 
performance standards. Thus, mitigation is not required. 
 

Goal 5: Improve air quality for future generations of Monterey Park residents. 
Policy 5.2: Review zoning regulations annually to identify whether revisions 
are required to accommodate and encourage the use of alternative-fuel 
vehicles (for example, electric cars). 
Policy 5.7: Promote energy conservation and recycling by the public and 
private sectors. 
Policy 5.8: Integrate air quality planning with land use and transportation 
planning. 

 
Although the SCAQMD comment letter goes on to recommend specific performance 
metrics (e.g., zero and near-zero emission technologies or best available control 
technologies, technological review, etc.), limiting or restricting on- or off-road fleets 
is not considered feasible without having project-specific information that indicates 
such restrictions are necessary, proportionate to potential impacts, and capable of 
being reasonably implemented given the specific characteristics of a project. In 
addition, the recommendation is not appropriate because a technological review of 
equipment/vehicles in and of itself does not reduce emissions and is not mitigation. 
Further, the recommendation is vague (e.g., "develop project-specific or agency-
wide strategies" that "may include") and not supported by facts that indicate this is a 
feasible mitigation measure for the City. The recommendations note that many 
strategies "are expected to become more readily available over the life the 
Proposed Project;” therefore, project-specific review is the best point in time to 
incorporate the latest performance standards. 
 
Finally, the Draft EIR (see page 4.3-28) indicates vehicles are the primary source of 
potential NOx emissions, and the City will have little to no direct control over the 
vehicle fleet associated with a development project. Thus, a report that shows 
battery electric vehicles or other alternatively powered vehicles are feasible doesn't 
mean the City can require these types of vehicles be required for a project (e.g., 
residential or commercial development). 



2.0 Response to Comments 

2-12 City of Monterey Park 
Final EIR August 6, 2019 

COMMENT LETTER B – COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICTS OF LOS ANGELES (RAZA) 
  

 
B-1 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B - Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
B-1 This comment has been noted. This comment does not address analysis or 

conclusions contained in the Draft EIR. Changes based on information provided in 
this comment letter, and the District’s correspondence dated May 9, 2019, were 
made to the Draft EIR and can be found in the Errata section of this Final EIR. 
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COMMENT LETTER C – CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
(EDMONSON) 
  

 
 
 
 
C-1 
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ID Response to Comment Letter C - California Department of Transportation 
C-1 The traffic impact analysis did not analyze every intersection within the project area 

and its environs, which is a typical approach for program-level environmental impact 
reports. Instead, it focused on analyzing direct gateway locations, freeway ramps, 
and intersections that provide direct access to and from the City.  Based on this 
approach,  the referenced intersections near the I-710/E. Cesar E. Chavez Avenue 
interchange (N. Ford Boulevard/Northbound I-710 Off-Ramp & New York Street, 
and Cesar E. Chavez Avenue & SB I-710 On-Ramp) are not considered to be 
primary gateways into and out of the City and did not warrant evaluation under this 
Program EIR.  
  
The approach taken with the traffic impact analysis is appropriate and consistent 
with a “program-level” CEQA project such as the General Plan update where 
project-level information about the specific land use type, scale, timing, and location 
of subsequent site-specific development proposals cannot be known over the 20-
year timeframe of the plan. Future site-specific development proposals in the vicinity 
of the referenced intersections would, in accordance with CEQA and the CEQA 
guidelines, be required to analyze the project-specific traffic impacts and, as 
necessary, provide mitigation at the referenced intersections for such impacts. 
 
In addition, it is important to consider the earlier Caltrans response letter (dated May 
15, 2019) that was submitted in response to the Notice of Preparation for this EIR. 
In the NOP response letter Caltrans indicates its intent, in compliance with SB 743 
and the CEQA Guidelines to transition to a Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT).  The 
letter states in part: 
 
“Caltrans is moving towards replacing Level of Service (LOS) with Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) when evaluating traffic impact. For any future project we encourage 
the Lead Agency to integrate transportation and land use in a way that reduces VMT 
and Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions by facilitating the provision of more 
proximate goods and services to shorten trip lengths and achieve a high level of 
non-motorized travel and transit use.” 
 
In fact, the City of Monterey Park will adopt, for purposes of CEQA analysis, VMT 
methodology and criteria to evaluate transportation impacts, consistent with the SB 
743 requirements to have these items in place by July 1, 2020.  In addition, the 
focused General Plan update contains several features that will reduce VMT and 
associated GHG emissions reductions through concentration of new development in 
several focus areas throughout the City and intensification of employment 
generating use within these areas.  
 
In addition, the Caltrans NOP letter notes that, after their review of the NOP, that 
they “do not expect approval to result in a direct adverse impacts to the existing 
State transportation facilities.” Possibly this conclusion is based on  the fact that, 
once the City establishes VMT methodology and criteria for evaluating project level 
traffic  impacts, traffic analysis under CEQA will no longer be based on a LOS 
analysis paradigm.  
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3.0 ERRATA 

 
This section identifies revisions to the Monterey Park Focused General Plan Update 
Draft EIR to incorporate clarifications prepared in response to comments on the 
Focused General Plan Update Draft EIR or minor errors corrected through subsequent 
review. Additions are shown in underline. Deletions are shown in strikethrough. 
 
None of the revisions below represents a substantial increase in the severity of an 
identified significant impact or the identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or 
alternative considerably different from those already considered in the Draft EIR. 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.15 (Public Services) 
 
The following revisions are made to Section 4.15.1, page 4.15-1 to provide clarifying 
information with respect to fire protection services:   
 
Fire services are provided in the Planning Area by the Monterey Park Fire Department 
(City of Monterey Park, 2019a); the department has three stations. Station 61, 
Department headquarters, (350 W. Newmark Ave.) has one deputy chief vehicle, one 
Quint (an apparatus that serves both as an engine and ladder truck), and an one 
engine, one CalOES engine, and a rescue ambulance. Station 61 currently has nine 
sworn staff per day. Station 62 (2001 S. Garfield Ave.) has one engine and an one 
rescue ambulance, and currently has five sworn staff per day. Station 63 (704 Monterey 
Pass Road) has one engine and one urban search and rescue vehicle, and currently 
has three sworn staff per day. According to the City of Monterey Park GPU Existing 
Conditions Atlas (2019b), response times range from 8-14 minutes with an average of 
10 minutes. The City requires new residential and non-residential developments to pay 
fire services development impact fees. 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.15 (Public Services) 
 
The following revisions are made to Section 4.15.4, page 4.15-7:   
 
Implementation of the proposed Focused General Plan Update would not directly or 
immediately create the need for any new or expanded fire protection facilities because 
the project does not authorize any specific development project or construction 
activities. However, the projected new development for the Project’s 2040 time 
projection would result in population and employment increases, thus may result in a 
potential increase in demand for fire services. 
 
According to communications with officials at the Monterey Park Fire Department, 
Station 62 is currently in the process of a rebuild to address capacity issues. In addition, 
Stations 61 and 63 are currently operating at capacity with current staffing levels. 
According to the Department, high-rise development that resulted from the Focused 
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General Plan Update would lead to an increase in quint operations from three sworn 
staff members to four sworn staff members and one additional fire inspector per day for 
firefighting operations associated with high-rise buildings. Also, increases in population 
that could be expected from higher density development would lead to an increase in 
rescue ambulance calls and a need for an increase in rescue ambulance staffing. As 
such, Station 61 would need to be remodeled to house additional staff for increased 
quint operations, and Station 63 would need to be completely rebuilt to house an 
additional rescue ambulance and two rescue ambulance staff. In total, it is estimated 
the Monterey Park Fire Department would need to increase staff levels by four staff 
members to account for the increased demand that would occur as a result of complete 
buildout of the General Plan Area.  
 
If a fire facility is to be expanded or constructed, the fire facility would undergo a 
development review process and be subject to environmental review pursuant to CEQA. 
The environmental review would address site-specific CEQA-related issues and, 
specifically, physical changes resulting from fire station expansion, construction of new 
fire stations, or trenching needed for fire flow and water supply. Mitigation would be 
identified, if necessary, to reduce impacts related to fire and emergency service facilities 
expansion or new construction, as mandated by CEQA and implemented by the City 
through its review procedures. Additionally, any developments in the City are required to 
pay developmental impact fees for fire services; these fees would be used to pay for 
any new or expanded fire services in the Planning Area and will offset the potential 
incremental demand for services resulting from Project Implementation. 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.19 (Utilities and Service Systems) 
 
The following revisions are made to Section 4.19.1, page 4.19-2 in response to a 
comment letter on the DEIR received from the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 
County (LACSD) :   
 
The Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (LACSD) treats the wastewater 
generated in the Planning Area. The District serves 73 cities and unincorporated areas; 
the system currently treats 510 million mgd. Wastewater is conveyed to the following 
plants: (1) Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant (LCWRP), (2) Long Beach Water 
Reclamation Plant (LBWRP); and (3) Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP); and 
4) Whittier Narrows Water Reclamation Plant (WNWRP). According to the City of 
Monterey Park 2015 UWMP, LACSD estimates 80 gallons per person per day of 
wastewater generation within LACSD’s service area, resulting in an estimated 4.5 
million mgd of wastewater.   
 
The following summarizes the existing capacity at the three four wastewater treatment 
plants that serve the Planning Area: 
 

• The LCWRP provides primary, secondary, and tertiary treatment for up to 37.5 
mgd. The plant currently treats an average of 20.99 21.7 mgd (Sanitation 
Districts of Los Angeles County [LACSD], 2018). 



3 Errata 
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• The LBWRP provides primary, secondary, and tertiary treatment for up to 25 
mgd. The plant currently treats an average of 11.13 12.7 mgd (LACSD, 2018). 

• The JWPCP provides both primary and secondary treatment for 
approximately 256 up to 400 mgd. The facility has a total permitted capacity 
currently treats an average of 400 261.1 mgd (LACSD, 2018). 

• The WNWRP provides primary, secondary, and tertiary treatment for up to 15 
mgd. The plant currently treats an average of 9.1 mgd (LACSD, 2018). 
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4.0 PUBLIC CIRCULATION 

Availability and Distribution 
The Notice of Preparation (NOP) was submitted on April 16, 2019 to the State 
Clearinghouse for distribution to State agencies on the standard notification list 
maintained by the City of Monterey Park Planning Division. The Notice of Availability 
(NOA) was distributed to all agencies on the standard notification list maintained by the 
Monterey Park Planning Division via certified mail (see below) and was posted to the 
County of Los Angeles Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk and published with the Monterey 
Park Progress beginning on June 10, 2019 and ending on July 25, 2019. The NOA was 
sent to 10 government agencies, three neighboring cities, and eight non-governmental 
interested parties. The NOA and Notice of Completion (NOC) were both mailed to the 
State Clearinghouse for distribution to State agencies. Notification was also submitted to 
local Native American Tribal Governments in accordance with CEQA statutes, guidelines, 
and Assembly Bill (AB) 52.  
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Notice of Preparation 
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Notice of Completion 
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Notice of Availability 
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Standard NOA Distribution Notification Mailing List 
  



4.0 Public Circulation 

4-18 City of Monterey Park 
Final EIR August 6, 2019 

AB-52 Distribution Notification /Consultation 
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