MONTEREY PARK LIFE IN THE EARLY DAYS

(ExcerPts taken from articles that aPPeared in the Montereg Park
Californian and Progress NewsPaPers)

1920’

They came a buyin’ and a sellin’ land in Monterey Park during the 20s. UP to the
midgle ’20s, the City rcgis’cercd about $1,000 adayin building Pcrmi’cs. By 1926 more
that $43%5,000in Permits were rcgistcred Lotsin t%e carlg '20s could be Purc]’xased
for about $200.00.

City imProvemcnts Progresscd with the leveling and widcning of streets. In 1920 five
thousand men were emplogcd ata weekly sa!arg of $1.75 for a nine hour dag, SiX dag
a weckjob.

The City Water supply was upgraded in1923 as a I million ga”on reservoir oPenccl in
the Garvey Hills.

In 1923, Garfield Avenue Paved the way to Montebello. Atlantic Boulevard followed
in1928. These two streets were hailed as the most modern Pcnccc’cly designecl streets
in the west.

In1923%, Mancha Bruggemeyer, a retiredjud%e from C]’licago, gave the new!g adoptecl
City a new Librarg. One of the City’s most tamous citizens, Laura Scudder, started
her now famous potato c"liPs behind her husbands gas station on the northeast
corner of Atlantic and Garveg.

In 1926, the City celebrated it’s 10 year Anniversary on May I, with a Paracle and
celebration on ﬁﬂc newly opened Garvey Ave. 1926 saw a slow down in builc]ing and
dcvclopmcnt. The oil wc?s ailed, lots di(][jnot sell and the City buclgct was s’craP ed,
due to a lower than average tax rate. There were very few Citg Services available to
stimulate the economy. The City was on!y able to raise $16,900 in taxes, (compared
to Alhambra $169,000)

1927-28 were the years PN Snycﬂcr developmcnts came to town with hopes to make
the City boom again. Two projects, a 367 acre developmcnt called Golden Gate Hills
and a second Pro'ect Midwick View Estates were launched with hig"l cxpcctations
of success. Thesé Projccts went bankrupt in1929 due to the stock market crash. El
Encanto and Cascades Waterfall are all that remain of Mr. Sngder’s dream.

P



Then: LH. Browning Real’cg Co.
at the corner of Garve9 Avenue
and Orange Avenue.
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Browning Well # in the late 19207

Now: Still L.H. Browning Realtg Co.




Then: Garvey Avenue in1926. Corner of Garvey
and New Avente, lookingwest.

Now: Garvey Avenue, lookingwest. |




Then: Vernon Gasoline at Atlantic and Garvey, built 139 the Scudder Familg,
was the “First all steel gas station in Monterey Park.”

Now: A bright red TEXACO gas station stands on the site of the original
station and continues to offer automotive service to the communitg.



Then Laura Scudder Potato Chl Factor? with a fleet of dellverg
trucks Garvcg Avenue east owc Atlantlc Bou evar&
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Then: Midwick Country Clubin l928,just
west of Altantic. The horse barns were along
Atlantic and the Polo field was on Hellman.
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Now: View of the remaining Water Tower, rhoto taken
from the old Midwick Country Club location.




The creation of the Waterfall and Jardin el Encanto (enchantecl garden)

In the 1920’s, Peter Sngder began the development of Midwick View Estates. The
entrance to the estates is a short street named El Portal Place which ends at De la
Fuente Street. There Sngcler created a focal Point for the area. A beautiful water
fountain with a series of shallow Pools which cascades down the hillside Forming a
series of waterfalls. Where the eastern block of El Portal ends at El Mercado Street,
a SPanish~style sales office for the estates was built.  The builcling was crowned

with a neon sign Proclaiming “E| Encanto.”
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Now: Listed bg the State of California on the California Regjster
of Historical Resources, it was deeded to the City in1937.



Jardin el Encanto

Now: Jardin el Encanto was restored in the
early 90’s and is now listed on the “California
chistcr of Cultural Resources.” Owned by
the City, it is currentlg the home of the
Montereg Park Chamber of Commerce.




