Safety and Community Service

Figure SCS-1
Typical Noise in the Urban Environment
Loudness
(Human
Judgement
Over-all Level of Different
(Noise level, Community Home or Industry | Sound
dB(A)) (Outdoor) (Indoor) Levels)
120-130 | Uncomfortably | Military Jet Aircraft Take-Off With After- | Oxygen Torch (121) | 32 times as
Loud Burner From Aircraft Carrier @ 50 ft. loud as
(130) 70 dB(A)
K vy /-~ 110-119 Turbo Fan Aircraft @ Take-Off Power @ | Riveting Machine 16 times as
\\ N 200 ft. (118) (110) loud as
Rock and Roll Band | 70 dB(A)
(108-114)
* 100-109 Boeing 707, DC-8 @ 6080 ft. Before 8 times as
Landing (106), Jet Flyover @ 1000 ft. loud as
(103), Bell J-2A Helicopter @ 100 ft. 70 dB(A)
(100)
90-99 | Very Loud Power Mower (96) Newspaper Press 4 times as
& Boeing 707, CD-8 @ 6080 ft. Before 97) loud as
Landing (97) 70 dB(A)
Motorcycle @ 25 ft. (90)
80-89 Car Wash @ 20 ft. (89) Food Blender (88) 2 times as
Propellor Plane Flyover @ 1000 ft. (88) | Milling Machine (85) | loud as
Diesel Truck, 40 mph @ 50 ft. (84) Garbage Disposal 70 dB(A)
Diesel Train, 45 mph @ 100 ft. (83) (80)
70-79 | Moderately High Urban Ambient Sound (80) Living Room Music
Loud Passenger Car, 65 mph @ 25 ft. (77) (76)
Freeway @ 50 ft. From Pavement TV-Audio, Vacuum
Edge @ 10 a.m. (76 +/- 6) Cleaner (70)
60-69 Air Conditioning Unit @ 100 ft. (60) Cash Register @ 1/2 as loud
10 ft. (65-70) as 70 dB(A)
50-59 | Quiet Large Transformers @ 100 ft. (50) 1/4 as loud
as 70 dB(A)
40-49 Bird Calls (44) 1/8 as loud
Lower Limit of Urban Ambient Sound in as 70 dB(A)
daytime (40)
Just Audible dB(A) Scale Interrupted
0-10 | Threshold of
Hearing

Source: Adapted by CBA from Melville C. Branch and R. Dale Beland. Outdoor Noise in the Metropolitan Environment.
City of Los Angeles. 1970.
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